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Worked example

Bumblebees

Message to Dev - guided practice, about 10 minutes

Alearner reads notes about a real bee experiment and writes a short message to Dev,
who saw two numbers and does not know what they count. The feedback keeps
what is clear and asks for one sentence to be revised. The learner revises it on paper,

and the second feedback checks the revision.

Read the five steps in order

7 The practice pages

The task, the experiment notes, Dev’s question and the answer page.

2 The first handwritten answer
The message to Dev, with a typed copy of the same words.

3 First feedback

Student feedback, a parent report and a language review: one sentence to revise
and six short phrases to correct.

4 The revision

The revision sheet and the handwritten revision, with a typed copy.

5 Second feedback

Student feedback, a parent report and a language review of the revision.

Typed copies keep the learner’s own words, spelling and line breaks. Quotations in the feedback
are not corrected. The parent pages are in English with Simplified Chinese.

The example ends with the second feedback. Its next step is a suggestion; no new task is included.
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Step 1 - Practice page, sheet 1 of 2 Bumblebees

AN P H

T Q /\ Guided practice - About 10 minutes
Message to Dev - Sheet 1 of 2

What did the researchers count?

What you will write

A short message to Dev. Explain what the two numbers count, and answer his question about the

bees in his garden. Use your own words. Sentences or bullets are fine.

You do not need a percentage or special science words. If the notes cannot answer part of Dev’s question,
you can say so.

Experiment notes

Bumble bees and wooden balls

Researchers followed 45 bumble bees in an arena, an enclosed
space used for the experiment. The bees could go straight to a
feeding area or move into areas containing wooden balls.
Individual bees rolled balls between 1 and 117 times during
the experiment. This record covers the arena experiment; it

contains no observations of bees in Dev’s garden.

A bumblebee on a flower. Photo: Mustang
Joe, CCO.

These notes describe a real experiment reported by Queen Mary University

of London on 27 October 2022. Dev is an invented reader for this writing

exercise. Everything you need is printed here.

Dev’s question

“I did not see the experiment. I saw the numbers 45 and 1 to 117, but I do not know what they

counted. Does this show that every bee in my garden will roll balls?”

Help you can have

Someone may read the notes aloud to you or explain a word. They should not choose your answer or give
you sentences.

Adapted by APHETRA from Queen Mary University of London, “First-ever study shows bumble bees ‘play’” (27 October 2022).
Photo: Mustang Joe (Joe deSousa), Wikimedia Commons, CCO 1.0 (creativecommons.org/publicdomain/zero/1.0).
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Step 1 - Practice page, sheet 2 of 2 Bumblebees

/\ p H E T Q /\ Guided practice - About 10 minutes

Message to Dev - Sheet 2 of 2

What did the researchers count?

What you will write

A short message to Dev: what the two numbers count, and an answer to his question about his garden.
The notes and Dev’s question are on sheet 1.

Message to Dev

Before you hand in
[ ] Can Dev tell what 45 counts and what 1 to 117 counts?
[[] Does everything you say about the bees match the notes?

[] Have you answered Dev’s question about his garden, and said what the notes cannot tell him?
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Step 2 - The first handwritten answer Bumblebees

The first handwritten answer

Message to Dev, written on sheet 2 of the practice pages.

Message to Dev
tti Dev,
The vesearther Wwatthed A4S bumble bee in a closed space
Wwith wooden balls. The bee could go +o the ball or go straight
Yo the food. The numbers 1 Yo 113 tell us how many time each
bee volled ball. Some only did it once ahd others did H many
Yime. | Hhink some bee in your garden will Yo do it+oo, but
maybe ot all of them.

Typed copy

The same words, line by line. Spelling and line breaks are the learner’s own.
1 HiDev,

2 The researcher watched 45 bumble bee in a closed space

3 with wooden balls. The bee could go to the ball or go straight
4 to the food. The numbers 1 to 117 tell us how many time each
5 beerolled ball. Some only did it once and others did it many

6  time. I think some bee in your garden will to do it too, but

7 maybe not all of them.
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Step 3 - First feedback - Student feedback Bumblebees

Student feedback

Message to Dev

First feedback

Keep the clear explanations

Your message gives Dev a setting for the observations and makes clear what the two counts describe.
These parts can stay.

“The researcher watched 45 bumble bee in a closed space with wooden balls.”

Your answer, lines 2 to 3

The number 45 is clearly linked to the bees being watched.

“The numbers 1 to 117 tell us how many time each bee rolled ball.”

Your answer, lines 4 to 5
You explain what the range counts. You also show that different bees did it different numbers of times.
One sentence to revisit

“I think some bee in your garden will to do it too, but maybe not all of them.”

Your answer, lines 6 to 7

Your one revision

Your last sentence says what some garden bees will do. Check the notes: what did the study
actually show, and what can it not tell Dev about his garden? Rewrite only this sentence so Dev
can see the difference.

Keep the rest of your message for now.

Quoted words are copied from your handwriting without correcting them.
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Step 3 - First feedback - Parent report Bumblebees

Parent report KR &

Message to Dev

First feedback & —# E{R

Keep the clear explanations of the counts. The one content priority is to check the final sentence against
the supplied notes, not to rewrite the whole message.

REBLFROREMRRE RERNE L —RELEH RN BIAHRAERE—A » FEEZENRHA -
What the text already does J& XX B2 3| 153 4

“The researcher watched 45 bumble bee in a closed space with wooden balls.”
Sheet 2, answer lines 2 to 3 43 HKE 2 71 > EEHE 2 E 34T

The setting is understandable and 45 refers to bees. Later, “The numbers 1 to 117” is linked to each bee’s
number of rolls, and “Some only did it once” makes the variation clearer. Local grammar errors do not
erase these meanings. The six forms are listed on the next page; two kinds of them (time/times, bee/bees)
affect how Dev reads the counts.

1T LAEAR » 45 TRHA R ¥ o /5 I “The numbers 1 to 117”7 3346 R R IR 7KK » XA “Some only did it
once” ARBAR  BFBERAARAREXLRERE « KBS HASNET—T ; HHFAE (time/times »
bee/bees) 2% Dev X 4K & HFEAR o

The one content focus ¥ — AKX E &

“I think some bee in your garden will to do it too, but maybe not all of them.”
Answer lines 6 to 7 /F&% 6 £ 71T

“I think” and “maybe not all” do signal uncertainty. However, the sentence still predicts what some garden
bees will do without clearly separating that prediction from what the record supports. A cautious tone
alone does not make that distinction clear.

“I think” #1 “maybe not all” 5L &K T FHAE o (EXAEF MNP E P A LML BEFREX2X—HNS
R RFFHANE o (A EEIES > ATRRIEIMFRRRAFE -

How a parent can support XK T MUEAE X #¥F

Ask, “Which words in the notes support that garden claim?” Let the writer check the evidence and choose
the wording. Do not supply a replacement sentence or a complete rewritten message.

FATE] ¢ APRF P AR 1A ) IR T RE R IRE ? I EEEROTKEH BITREZRES - FTRESHRARTERK
B e

The six language forms are handled separately from the one content priority.

FRRIBEH ARG, —NEERDTTRIE -
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Step 3 - First feedback - Language review Bumblebees

Parent language review ZKIEE#E

Message to Dev

Local corrections B ER#tEK

Each item shows the original words, unchanged, then a local correct form, and whether it affects how the

numbers are understood or only the form. Line numbers start at “Hi Dev,” on sheet 2. These are language
forms only, not the answer to the task.

BHEIRT (F&H) - BIIRMEHYR > FArACHRMBEERBRLEZ RPN - T5MAEILE 2 UK “Hi
Dev,” #81t o B RAEEBETHR » TRARNAEE -

1. 45 bumble bee — 45 bumble bees [ Affects quantity ¥/"A3 E32#% - how many bees X B ]
Answer line 2 E2# 2 4T | Plural noun after a number $ki5 /5 #9415 £ #k

The number 45 refers to more than one bee, so the count noun needs its plural form.
45 FER1E— R - H IR $k4 17 bee & E A E # bees o

2. how many time — how many times [ Affects quantity F"R#KEI2AE - times, not length of time X#K 5 itk ]
Answer line 4 /E& % 4 1T | Countable occurrences &R K $KH 7 k4 7

Here, time means an occurrence, not a length of time. Use the plural times after how many.
KB time RR—RRE EBRE” » FRBK ; how many /& RifE A £ 2 times ©

3. rolled ball — rolled a ball [ Affects quantity "&£ A% - how many balls is unclear /LB FH 2 ]
Answer line 5 {2 % 5 47 | Singular count noun needs a determiner ¥k 7] # 4% 17 & Z [R & 17
A singular ball needs a determiner. “Rolled a ball” is one possible local form; “rolled balls” is also possible if plural

balls are intended. The intended meaning decides.
%8 ball FERE ° “rolled a ball” 2—f R %% ; FRRAEHHIIX » WA “rolled balls” o BARAFEURTRE ©

4. many time — many times [ Affects quantity R#KEIZAE - times, not length of time X#K 5 itk ]
Answer lines 5 to 6 fE&% 5 £ 6 4T | Plural noun after many many J& 894 17 £ 2K

This phrase also counts occurrences. Many takes the plural times, even across the line break.
X EFEFERTRAE » many 5B E K times o BATHRREXANMEIEMIBERXA °

5. some bee — some bees [ Affects quantity ¥/"A3 E32#% - how many bees 3B ]
Answer line 6 /E& % 6 1T | Plural count noun after some some J& &k~ %& T/ME# 4 37 8

Some refers here to several individual bees, so use bees.
KB some HE T R#E » F6EA L 2 bees °

6. will to do — will do i Form only REmH |
Answer line 6 1E&% 6 1T | Modal verb followed by a base verb 152808 /5 #5017 R

Will is followed directly by the base verb do, without to. Fixing this form does not resolve the separate question about
the claim’s evidence.
will /5 E#EEFHEARF do » A0 to o BHFRAMER » HAETHR T XK K A

Source fidelity, not grammar XJRELE » FLEIBE

“The researcher” is grammatical, so it is not counted as an error. The notes say “Researchers”: there was
more than one. This is a small difference from the source. “The bee”, “closed space”, “Hi Dev,” and “Some
only did it once” can also stay.

“The researcher” #EIB/A L AL » RIHASEIR o EE R R “Researchers” » HI5E AL —AL 5 K25 RRAH /N
A © “The bee” ~ “closed space” * #"™ “Hi Dev,” #1 “Some only did it once” fLE[ LR o
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Step 4 - The revision - Revision sheet Bumblebees

/\ p H E T Q /\ Revision after feedback

Message to Dev - Revision sheet

Message to Dev: revision sheet

What you will write

Part 1: one sentence. Rewrite your last sentence. Part 2: six short phrases. Correct each phrase on

its line. You do not need to copy the whole message.

Part 1: one sentence

Your original last sentence
I think some bee in your garden will to do it too, but maybe not all of them.
Feedback on this sentence

Your last sentence says what some garden bees will do. Check the notes: what did the study actually show,
and what can it not tell Dev about his garden? Rewrite only this sentence so Dev can see the difference.

Your revised last sentence

Why I changed it (optional)

Part 2: six short phrases

These are separate language corrections. You do not need to use them in your new sentence.

1. 45 bumble bee
2. how many time
3. rolled ball

4. many time

5. some bee

6. will to do

Before you hand in

] Part 1 has one new last sentence.

[[] Part 2 has all six phrases corrected.
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Step 4 - The revision - Handwritten revision

The handwritten revision

Wrritten on the revision sheet: Part 1, then Part 2.

Your revised last sentence

Bumblebees

The bees in the study volled wooden balls, but we do not know

if ¥he bees in your garden will do this too.

Why I changed it (optional)

| changed the last sentence because the study did not test bees

in Dev's gard.en.

Part 2: six short phrases

1.45 bumble bee 4sS bumble bees

2. how many time holw many Himes

3. rolled ball volled ballg a ball
4. many time man\, Yimes
5.some bee sOme bees
6. will to do will do
Typed copy

Your revised last sentence

1 The bees in the study rolled wooden balls, but we do not know

2 if the bees in your garden will do this too.

Why I changed it

1 Ichanged the last sentence because the study did not test bees

2 in Dev's garden.

In item 3, “balls” is crossed out and “a ball” is kept.
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Six short phrases

W N

.

45 bumble bees
how many times
rolled balls a ball
many times

some bees
will do
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Step 5 - Second feedback - Student feedback Bumblebees

Student feedback

Message to Dev

Second feedback

Keep this revision

The two parts you were asked to revise are correct. Keep this version. You do not need another revision of
this task.

What changed

“I think some bee in your garden will to do it too, but maybe not all of them.”

Before - First answer, last sentence

“The bees in the study rolled wooden balls, but we do not know if the bees in your garden will do this

»

too.

Now - Revision sheet, Part 1, lines 1 to 2

The new sentence tells Dev what happened in the study, then says what is still unknown about garden
bees.

Your reason matches

“I changed the last sentence because the study did not test bees in Dev's garden.”

Revision sheet, Part 1, reason lines 1 to 2

Your reason explains why the study cannot answer the garden question.

Language corrections

All six phrases are corrected accurately. The words you kept in item 3, “rolled a ball”, are correct.

One next step

For your next practice, try a new short task without a model answer. Show what was observed and

what is still unknown, using your own words.
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Step 5 - Second feedback - Parent report Bumblebees

Parent report KR &

Message to Dev

Second feedback % —#E 1k

The requested sentence revision and all six phrase corrections are accurate. No further revision of this
task is needed.

AREE R RAMERA NI ITIE SR o XERL T RSHET -

Before and after £ KRl E

“I think some bee in your garden will to do it too, but maybe not all of them.”

Before - First answer, last sentence fS2K/] : 8 —faR A

“The bees in the study rolled wooden balls, but we do not know if the bees in your garden will do this

»

too.
Now - Revision sheet, Part 1,lines 1 to 2 {52k : (BITRFE—2% > B1E 24T

The earlier sentence predicts what some garden bees will do, despite its cautious wording. The revision
separates the study observation from the unknown garden outcome. In “we do not know if ... will do”, will
does not make the garden outcome certain.

R BARIBSENE - (NETUNA L 22 o BITRIESRPOARSEEERARAENERLIFAT - &
“we do not know if ... will do” # » will #RIBIL [ B 44 4E IR EF 5L ©

Reason given {£2X3E B

“I changed the last sentence because the study did not test bees in Dev's garden.”
Revision sheet, Part 1, reason lines 1 to 2 51T & —#4% > EHE 1 E 24T

The reason identifies the missing garden evidence. It fits the revision without claiming that garden bees
cannot roll balls.

i ¥E H RO I E RIS - 5T - ©RA IR = LHEEHERRIK -

What this review covers A& & 35

This review covers the submitted sentence, reason and six phrases, not a complete rewritten message.
Accurate fragments alone do not establish that a whole message is error-free or that the writer can
independently apply the same language and evidence distinctions in a new task.

RREEHRIEREEITH ~ Bl FoRANE TE—%EE HIE BRI o TREX XL IER f RIEMT B R ELHE
R REREFESFRIXSNE ’ﬁiﬁLﬁ FKEBZHR °
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Step 5 - Second feedback - Language review Bumblebees

Parent language review ZKIEE#E

Message to Dev

Second feedback % —#E 1k

All six requested corrections in Part 2 of the revision sheet are accurate. Each item below compares the
earlier wording with the submitted correction.

BT Z R HI70NEE EITIEIQER T B ZE U BR 1R 5 RHITE °

1. Before: 45 bumble bee | Now: 45 bumble bees

Correct. The number 45 calls for the plural bees.
IEHA © 45 5% RiE - 740418 bee & E(E A S # bees ©

2. Before: how many time | Now: how many times

Correct. Times counts separate occurrences here; use the plural after how many.

IERA o X B times RR—7RR & & H97R %K » how many /EE A E K -

3. Before: rolled ball | Now: rolled a ball

Correct. The kept phrase a ball gives the singular count noun a determiner.
IER o fRE R aball HHEEAHE ML T RER °

4. Before: many time | Now: many times

Correct. Many takes the plural times when counting occurrences.

IEHA o FORREREY > many /5 E A £ 2K times ©

5. Before: some bee | Now: some bees

Correct. Some refers to several individual bees here, so bees is plural.
IE# o X B some $E#E T R - FbfERE K bees ©

6. Before: will to do | Now: will do

Correct. Will is followed directly by the base verb do, without to.
1B o will /5 E£#501ER Y do » A fm to °

Crossed-out word Xl & #4917

In item 3, “balls” is crossed out and “a ball” is kept. The kept words “rolled a ball” are correct. The crossed-
out word is not counted as a new error.

% 3IMRIET “balls” » 29 “aball” o R “rolled a ball” IE# o %I =R B 1T AR o

One next step F—# 23] ZiX

For your next practice, try a new short task without a model answer. Show what was observed and what is
still unknown, using your own words.

T—REIJBVIR—ASIAEMES > FTETELEE > AECHERD EENEINESNARMNE -
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